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THE EXAMPLE OF ABRAHAM. 


A SERMON TO EMIGRANTS. 


PART II. 


* Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from 
thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee : 
And Iwill make of thee a great nation, and I wiil bless thee,and make thy name 
great; and thou shalt be a blessing : nd I will bless them that bless thee, and 
curse him that curseth thee: and tn thee shall all the famiites of the earth be 
blessed. So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and Lot 
went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old, when he de- 
parted out of Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his bro- 
ther’s son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that 
they had gotten in Haran, and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan ; 
and into the land of Canaan they came.” Genesis, xii. 1—5. 

The illustrious character of Abraham has been briefly deli- 
neated, as exhibited by acts of obedience to the command, and 
ready submission to the'will of God. It only remains to ap- 
ply the example as a rule of duty, and give it a practical influ- 
ence in all its bearings, upon the actions of life. The object 
which I have in view, of applying the subject principally to per- 
sons of a particular description, requires me to consider it in its 
primary and literal sense. 

God commanded Abraham to leave his country, his kindred, 
and his father’s house, and remove to a land which he would show 
him. Abraham, without hesitation, obeyed. He, with his ne- 
phew Lot, and his family and substance, took their departure 
from the land of Haran, and into the land of Canaan they came. 
Here we all have an example, in a literal view ; and it is espe- 
cially applicable and interesting to those who feel themselves call- 
ed to the same trial. The general instruction is unquestionably 
this—that, in all our undertakings, we should act from the clear 
persuasion of duty, and the call of providence satisfactorily learned. 
Such was the example of Abraham. God called, and he follow- 
ed. God commanded, and he obeyed.—As the doctrine is wholly 
practical, and seldom made the subject of pulpit-address, I feel 
it my duty to bring it up to your view in the light in which it is 
presented, and enforced by the instruction of Scripture. This 
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may be for general benefit, and is especially designed for those 
immediately concerned. In our widely extended, and fertile 
country, so inviting to a spirit of change and enterprise, there is 
a continual stream of emigration from almost every place, and 
in almost every direction, extending our population to the remo- 
test frontiers. Many are daily quitting their long-established 
homes, their kindred and cqnnexions, and, “ with all the substance 
which they have gathered, and the souls which they have got- 
ten,” removing to some distant part of the country, and going 
to fix a new habitation, perhaps in the wilderness. The duty 
and interest of this class of his fellow-citizens, the writer profess- 
es to have at heart, and humbly begs leave to address to their 
consideration a few thoughts, which they may profitably im- 
prove ;—fully confiding that they will not be the less acceptable, 
or influential, because immediately drawn from the example of 
Abraham. ‘The instruction is not awakened, nor its application 
diverted, by the consideration that Abraham was a distinguished 
character, and favoured with special divine communications, 
made in an extraordinary and supernatural manner. There are 
certain duties common to al] men; and the circumstance of re- 
moving his family, and changing his place of abode, was not pe- 
culiar to Abraham. It is the very undertaking which you now 
have in contemplation. And can it be made a question, whe- 
ther you ought to remove, as Abraham did—that is, from the 
angie of duty, and the motive of obedience to the call of 

rovidence ? For myself I can truly say, and with peculiar sen- 
sibility, that it warms my heart with a fresh admiration and es- 
teem of the sacred Scriptures, to believe that the conduct of 
Abraham, recorded in this passage, is designed, among many 
other important ends, to give all after generations a bright ex- 
ample for instruction, in this very point; “ that the man of God 
may be perfect—thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” It in- 
deed speaks more in five verses, than all the volumes of human 
philosophy, and worldly wisdom, which have ever been written 
upon the subject. 

The great and general rule of Christianity, is to keep a con- 
seieace void of offence both towards God and our fellow-men. 
As all our actions have relation to one or both of these great ob- 
jects, conscience is concerned in them all—that our views be 
well directed, and that we uniformly act from the motive and 
persuasion of duty. Thus Abraham acted in removing from Ha- 
ran to Canaan ; and thus should we act in all similar, and other 
undertakings. ‘ Without faith” we are assured, “ It is impossi- 
ble to please God—for whatsoever is not of faith, is sin.” .“ By 
faith,” saith the apostle, “ Abram, when he was called to go out 
into a place, which he should after receive as an inheritance, 
obeyed. By faith, he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a 
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strange country.” He acted conscientiously—with a humble, re- 
pe ye obedient heart. He believed in the divine call, and trust- 
ed, with implicit confidence, in the promises and the providence 
of God. All this is necessarily implied in saying, he acted by 
faith. Here, then, my brethren and friends, is a pattern of holy 
obedience—a bright and glowing example of faith exhibited for 
our imitation. And could the example of the holy patriarch 
have an influence on all, equal to that of the sage maxims of Dr. 
Franklin on most—how many, evils might be prevented—how 
many substantial benefits ensured! Are you proposing and pur- 

osing to remove from your present abode, from your kindred, 

riends, and father’s house, to some other and perhaps distant part 
of the country ? Endeavour to act conscientiously—in faith, and 
with a supreme regard to the glory of God. Make the solemn 
inquiry—-are you called of God as Abraham was? 1 mean not, 
in the same extraordinary and supernatural manner, but, as es- 
sentially called. Are you called in Providence? And before 
you act or determine, let the question of duty be clearly decided 
in your own minds. It may be your inquiry, and it is certainly 
an interesting one ; How are we to attain this knowledge—that we 
are called in Providence? The path of duty, my friends, is not 
hidden from us—our danger arises only from our inclination to 
wander from it. With the means of knowledge we are liberally 
supplied. Let us faithfully improve, and not pervert them, 
through the blinding influence of selfishness and pride. 

The question proposed, “ How may we ascertain the call of 
Providence in this important article,” | would answer generally, 
thus— By a conscientious, dispassionate, and comprehensive view of 
all circumstances, considerations, and consequences, relating to the 
subject ; an attentive observance of the operations and leadings of 
divine providence—a cordial sulyection to the instruction of God’s 
word—a faithful examination of the predominating views and mo- 
tives of our own hearts—and, what is all-important, accompanying 
each and all these exercises with humble fervent supplication for 
divine counsel and guidance. 

Let us be candid and faithful in the improvement of these 
means, and I believe we need not remain in doubt respecting 
the duty under consideration ; but obtain a knowledge of our 
call, if really called, with an assurance as real, if not as imme- 
diate, as that of Abraham ; and act with obedience, in the exer- 
cise of the samé faith. 

Many questions of high import will arise to the conscientious 
mind, when placed in this situation, and seriously contemplating 
aremoval. Questions relating to the honour of God—the inte- 
rests of Christ’s cause—his own good—the good of his family, if 
he have one—and the happiness of society at large. He wilkcon- 
sider what in a moral, civil, and religious view, to the society and 
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people whom he leaves, will be the probable consequences of his 
removal. He will also weigh well the moral state of society in 
the place to which he is going—whether his field of usefulness 
will be enlarged or diminished—whether he will possess greater 
or smaller means of doing good. He will look at the privileges, 
civil and religious, which he now enjoys, and with them com- 
pare those which he expects to gain, or, more probably, for a 
long time to lose, by hisremoval. The spiritual interests of his 
family must have great weight. | His children are near his heart. 
His responsibility as a parent is great and awful. ‘ What will 
be the consequences of the change,” he will ask, .“‘to my dear 
children, whom I have dedicated to God, and solemnly vowed to 
bring up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? Will they 
be more or less exposed to temptations? Will they have better 
means of obtaining a literary, and more especially a religious 
education? Or will they be deprived of them all, and placed, 
under very unhappy disadvantages in these respects? Is the 
Sabbath observed, and the gospel preached—God’s ordinances 
enjoyed—his name, day and worship, honoured and observed, in 
the place where I am going ?” 

Last, and last of all, I would mention, because it is entitled to 
a place in the list of motives, and yet ought ever to be placed 
at the foot of the column—* Have i a reasonable prospect of in- 
creasing my property, and making a better provision for advanc- 
ing my children in the world?” But, alas, we are too apt to 
make this object supreme, and the forementioned, subordinate. 
This is indeed a folly which easily besets us. But of this folly 
we are admonished, and solemnly warned in the word of God. 
My emigrating friends, remember Lot, as well as his wife. His 
example is directly in point. When he left Abraham and remov- 
ed into Sodom, the good man fell under this temptation; and 
did not remove as Abraham did from Haran. “ Lot lifted up 
his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well wa- 
tered every where, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Go- 
morrah, even as the garden of the Lord—as the land of Egypt 
as thou comest unto Zoar. Then Lot chose him all the plain of 
Jordan, and pitched his tent toward Sodom. But the men of So- 
dom were wicked, and sinners before the Lord sngreeney 
Ah! here was an evil vastly outbalancing all the good he had so 
eagerly sought. In the midst of this fertile soil he found, alas! 
that he had planted his pillow with thorns, and his righteous soul 
was vexed, from day to day, with the filthy conversation of the 
wicked. The well known sequel of his history still more clearly 
evinces that Lot paid very dear for his good land. Let all, then, 
who feel tabcaned by the same motive in the article of removing, 
pause and ponder upon the example of Lot. 

My friends, we ought to live in this world, and with respect to 











Raps esr cape? 





Ee ae a eM oe paper 













































1824. | Poetry.— The Sisters. ' 261 
all our changes which we are active in choosing, with a constant 
reference to an unchanging and eternal state ; and in a course of 
habitual and increasing preparation for a future and better world. 
This should point all our views, even in our temporal accommo- 
dations ; and especially in the important subject which we have 

| considered, would we imitate the blessed example of the holy pa- 

5 triarch. Abraham confessed that he was a stranger and a pil- 

# grim on the earth. In removing from Haran his views were above 

this world. He sought a better country than the earthly Canaan. 

Heaven was his destination: “ He looked for a city that hath : 

foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” Thus did Abra- 

ham, and thus should we. Let us go and do likewise. And let 
us remember that soon, ah soon, we all must be emigrants. We 
have here no abiding city. We must shortly make one solemn 
and final remove, and the call of God will admit of no delibera- 
tion or choice—a remove, not froin one earthly situation to ano- 
ther ; but from a world of trial to a world of retribution ; from 
a transitory state of good and evil, action and change, to a state 
of interminable happiness or wo. . 


meet 9 tere 
Poetry. 


For the Christian Herald. 


-——— 


THE SISTERS. 


The scorching of a mid-day summer’s sun 
Had now abated, and the king of day 
Had sunk from view behind the western hills : 
But still his golden pathway down the sky, 
Reflected half his radiance back to earth;. 
And thus the lingering day, with light and shade 
Commingled, o’er my soul a sadness shed. 

t It was a pleasing sadness, that retreats 
 § From noise and mirth—that lonely musing loves— 
And as the day declines, and night begins 
| = To light her torches in the evening sky, 
. That loves to gaze upon the charming scene, 
And feel the sentiment which nature speaks. 

Such was the hour, and such my pensive thought, 
When slowly I approached and passed the gate 
That led me to the mansions of the dead. 

Few were the sleepers there, and short their sleep 
Had been; for ’twas a grave-yard that but late 
yy § Had to the long repose of death been given. 

Soon as within the gate I came, two mounds 
Of new-laid turf—each headed by a stone 
Of monumental marble, milky white, 

And compassed round by palings, which by art 
Were taught to mourn, and tell another’s wo— 


VMI I SS LG RE 


Tl Rs ie 


5 ETE RN 





fe 
J 


>) 
8 EOI NT ae EOE 





FI LILO EE LL LLL ALLL 


ce a ee a me nr me | arm 








a 





262 


Poetry.— The Sisters. [ May, 


Arrested my attention, and my steps 
Invited near. 

With sadness verging fast 
To gloomy melancholy, I approached 
To see what blighted hopes were buried there. 
Two equal graves appeared, raised from the ground 
Like little hillocks, and the tufted sods 
Were shorn, and swept clean of their grassy fleece, 
As if a lamb had daily fed thereon. 

All, with a meaning aspect, seemed to say 
The hand of weeping love was often there, 
To deck and guard that mansion of the dead. 

Tis by such actions, that the child of wo 

The anguish of his spirit loves to soothe. 

Oft, at the silent tomb of one beloved, 

Will he his fond but lonely visits pay, 

And from those deeds, that to unfeeling hearts 
Might folly seem, the purest joy derive. 

Supported by a slender stalk, there hung, 4 
O’er either grave, a rose-bud half in bloom. : 
Each hung a drooping head, and half concealed 
Amid the foliage, like the Cypress mourned, 

And seemed to feel a sympathy in wo. 

I stooped to read the monumental tale— 

For yet the twilight kindly lingered there. 

It was a tale of wo. Hopes bright as noon, 
And to that noon arrived, in one short hour, 
Had sunk—in night to which no morn succeeds. 
Two Sisters—here Lucretia—Sarah there— 
Were sleeping stilly in the embrace of death. 

Their nuptial day was joyous, and the year, 
In circling months, had hailed its glad return ;— 
In prospect, life to them was full of joy. 
Conspicuous was the mark.—With envious eye, 
Their gladness death beheld.—An arrow flies— 
One stands a widow on the wreck of bliss. 

Woes multiply ; another arrow flies.— 

They both its victims fall :—One leaves her babes— 
Her orphan babes, to lisp their mother’s name ; 
The other clasps her in her icy arms, 

And in a fond embrace they slumber here. 

Sad tale of wo :—man’s portion is to weep. 
But who can tell the anguish of those hearts 
That laid these treasures here >—Did they, 
When woes flowed in upon them, thick in train, 
Did they refuse all comfort, and repine 
At him who smote them ? Let the marble tell ; 

“ Be of good cheer, ’tis I, be not afraid.” 

To this resort they fled to seek support. 

And when afflictions. come, why may not I— 

Why may not all, to the same refuge flee 

For succour, and that succour find ? NAMAN. 
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Review. 


1 A letter from Bishop Cuase, on the subject of his going to Eng- 
land for the relief of the Episcopal Church in the state of Ohio. 
Addressed to the Rt. Rev. Bishop Wuite.—N. York, 1823. 


2. Documents respecting the Church—published in “ Christian Journal” 
for January, 1824. 


(Concluded from p. 241.) 


Now there is a manifest error, (to give it no harsher wa in 
this correction of ‘ erroneous impressions.” Bishop Chase had 
barely arrived in England, but had not yet reached the metropo- 
lis, and had not brought the subject of his mission ‘ before the 
Church of England,” nor even before the English nation ; when 
Bishop Hobart presented his first ‘‘ Vote” through the public 
prints. This is evident from the following paragraph in that in- 
strument : 


“There is reason to fear, that notwithstanding all the remonstrances 
which have been urged in opposition to it, exertions will be made by the 
person who originated it, and who has arrived in England, to carry into 
effect the measure above stated ; and this representation, with respect to it, 


is thus rendered necessary.” 

But how was it rendered necessary ?—It is said to be, in order 
“ ‘To prevent erroneous impressions being made of the sentiments ° 
of the Bishops, and of the Clergy and laity of the church, on the 
subject of these applications, and particularly in relation to Bi- 
shop Chase’s project of a Theological School for the state of 
Ohio.” But how could it be known at that time, what “ impres- 
sions” Bishop Chase would endeavour to make? and how be cer- 
tain they were “erroneous”? The fact is, that Bishop Chase, 
in the letter to Bishop White, published previously to his leav- 
ing this city, but after Bishop Hobarts departure ; and which we 
find by the “ reasons” above noticed, he distributed after his ar- 
rival in England, attempted to make no “erroneous impressions.” 
He frankly stated, that he set out only under the authority of the 
church in Ohio. And so far from pretending to act under the 
authority of the General Convention, for which as we have shown, 
there was no necessity ; he plainly represents to the world, that 
he was acting in opposition to the judgment of five of his brother 
Bishops, in the following candid acknowledgment : 

“Tt was here that I found a letter addressed to me from the Right Reve- 
rend Bishop Hobart, D. D. to which I do not at present think proper to 
make any reply ; leaving it to yourself and the Christian world, both to 
assign the reasons of its being written in this manner, and to judge of the 
merits of its contents. Your favour of the eleventh of August and of the 


tenth of September were also received ; in which you are pleased to state 
your objections to my contemplated application to England, which objec- 
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tions I hope the peculiar necessities of our case will remove, not only from | 
your own mind, but from that of our reverend brethren, Bishops Kemp, 
Croes, and Moore.” 

How then could it be necessary to “correct erroneous impres- 
sions,” which had not been attempted ; and to counteract “erro- 
neous representations,” which had not been made? And how can 
it be alleged, among the “ reasons,” that Bishop Chase “ had 
withheld two communications to him from Bishop White”? He 
had not indeed published them verbatim ; but he published their 
contents: which were, that they stated “ objections” to the “ con- 
templated application to Englaud.” And it was to obviate these 
objections that the “‘ Letter to Bishop White” was written. 

fit be true, as stated among “the reasons,” that Bishop Chase, 

in “the pamphlet which he had published on the subject of his 
oing to England” represented “ Bishop Hobart in an unfavoura- 
le point of view ;” it was, by faithfully publishing in the appen- 
dix the letter of the latter entire, without a single word of comment. 

But now, all these “ reasons,” whatever truth they might con- 
tain, have not a shadow of application to the first “‘ Note,” which 
brought the subject before the church of England, and the Eng- 
lish nation. ‘This was evidently unprovoked, and appears to be 
the result of pre-meditation. it seems to have been a matter of 
policy, to pre-occupy the ground, and pre-indispose the minds 
of those to whom application was to be made. 

Every — seems to have been made for commencing 
this attack with advantage. And hence, a further proof is afford- 
ed, that the line of conduct pursued on the part of Bishop Ho- 
bart did not grow out of any circumstances which occurred in 
England; but was the result of a pre-determined plan. In his 
letter to Bishop Chase, he remarks : 

“You mention your intention of going in the packet on the first of Octo- 
ber; and as my appearance in England at the same time with you would 
lead to the supposition that the object of your voyage was approved by me, 
I am constrained to forego the pleasure of your company, and to take m 
passage in another vessel. Even with this precaution I foresee the possibi- 
ity of our being brought into unpleasant contact, and shall doubtless be in- 
quired of with regard to the object of your visit, and must state the opinion 
entertained concerning it. It may appear my duty to take some pains fo 
prevent the impression, that a measure deemed so injudicious and inexpe- 
dient by my brethren and the great body of the church here, is counte- 
nanced by them. Ido not think it at all unlikely, that I shall be requested to 
make known particularly, if you prosecute your object, the paramount elaims 
of the general institutions of our church.” 

In a note of September 20, nine days after the date of the for- 
mer letter, after exhibiting a copy of the resolution of the stand- 
ing committee of the General Theological Seminary, which was 
afterwards published in his first “ Note” in England, is conveyed 
the following information : 


“It was understood that it might be expedient for me to communicate 
these copies to the various Societies of the Church of England, to the Bi- 
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shops and others: It is also proper tv mention that a meeting of the Ma- 
nagers of the General Missionary Society will be held in Philadelphia on 
the S0th inst. and that the managers, when met, may perhaps put in @ ca- 
veat against your design.” 

This meeting of the Managers of the General Missionary So- 
ciety was held at the time appointed ; and a resolution was pass- 
ed, in some degree of the nature contemplated. I[t is easy to 
perceive how this meeting was brought about, when we con- 
sider the “ interchange of opinion” which had previously taken 
place between Bishop Hobart and others who have a controlling 
influence over that Board. And with regard to the resolution of 
the Standing Committee of the Trustees of the General Semina- 
ry, who, by the way, travelled out of the sphere of their daty, and 
of their appointment by such premnye it can be considered 
in no other light than as the resolution of Bishop Hobart alone, 
who is, ex-officio, the Chairman of that committee, and by whom 
the meeting was called. 

Whatever “ erroneous impressions,” therefore, were made, 
were made, we apprehend, by Bishop Hobart. And they are 
highly injurious to his brother of Ohio; by representing him, at 
least by implication, as designing to make an appeal for an ob- 
ject which was wrong in itself, and for which he had no autho- 
rity ; which appears evidently was not the fact ; and as pretend- 
ing to appear in the name of the General Church in America, of 
which he manifestly had no intention. 

There is another “ erroneous impression,” which ought most 
certainly to have been guarded against: but it was not made by 
the Bishop of Ohio. in the first ‘“‘ Note” published in London 
by Bishop Hobart, the following passage is found : 

“It does not appear that this measure of a Diocesan and Theological 
School in Ohio has been acted on by the convention of the church in that 
state, that they have adopted any plan for its organization, or that there is 
any incorporated body to hold or to manage its funds.” 

The natural inference is, that he who was shortly to appear as 
the representative of that church, was not properly invested with 
her authority ; and that any funds which might be entrusted to 
him, would be exposed to misapplication, and would not be safe 
in his hands. Another part of this same “ Note” speaks of him 
as “ the person who originated the measure, and who had arrived 
in England to carry it into effect.” And now it represents him 
as a person not fit to be trusted.—Is such language fit to be used 
concerning a Bishop of the “ Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America?” And can any thing more effectually 
than such “ erroneous representations,” and that, too, by one of 
their own body, “ tend to degrade the character of the American 
Episcopacy ?” 

We shall now present the reader with a few extracts, to show 
C. Heratp, No. 249, 34 
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the great need of that effort, which we have been recommend- 
ing, to supply with an efficient and pious ministry, the destitute 
Episcopal ‘families that reside in Ohio and the other western 


states ; and to gather in those who are not even nominally con- 
nected with any religious society. 


Bishop Chase, in a letter to the Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, says: 

“ That if the poor congregations, formed throughout this state, (Ohio,) be 
suffered to expire for want of the word and sacraments, and thus the har- 
vest, which is ripe, be permitted to fall into the earth, there are poor hopes 
and small encouragements to sow and plant new fields elsewhere.” 


The Rev. Joseph Dodridge, in a letter to the same society, says: 


“ With the exception of the western part of Pennsylvania, and some parts, 
of the state of Ohio, the states and territories of the immense regions of the 
valley of the Mississippi have been settled mainly by emigrations from those 
states,.in which, before the revolution, the Church of England had a legal 
establishment. These people and their descendants still retain mest of the 
distinctive features of the character of their forefathers. 

* A comparison of the statistical accounts of the number of the Metho- 
dists and Baptists in the states and territories in question, with the late cen- 
sus of the United States, will serve to show that these societies, although 
numerous, comprehend but a small portion of the whole population of the 
country. 

“ What then is the condition of the remaining part of our people, with re- 
gard.to religion? They are not associated with any community. whatever. 

“Tn all my little missionary excursions in the state of Ohio, and the west- 
ern part of Virginia, I have found the state of things every where the same. 
In every place there exists the skeleton of an Episcopalian congregation ; 
that is to say, a considerable number of people of Episcopalian descent, 
who have not associated themselves with any other religious community : 
and these people are, for the most part, the most wealthy and most intelli- 
gent part of the population of our country. 

“With exceptions of but small extent, the whole of the extensive regions 
of the West are before the Episcopalian missionary, as a wide field for his 
labours. The difficulties attendant on making proselytes to a new faith, 
will not fall to his lot. On the part of large and very respectable portions 
of the population of the country, he will meet with a strong predilection in 
his favour ; and from none will meet with open and direct RORLTY The 
steady and rapid progress of our Church of late years, and which, from the 
very judicious means employed, promises to be permanent, has made a 
strong and favourable excitement, even where the voice of her ministry has 
not as yet been heard. 

“ As to ministers, or candidates for the missionary service, alas! my bro- 
ther, there are none here: the number of our clergymen is but small, and 
they are all fully occupied in their respective stations.” 


The Rev. C. Hanckel, in a letter to the same society, ob- 
serves that, 


“ In the state of Alabama there are many Episcopilians, who have emigrat- 
ed there from the southern states. I believe there is no Episcopal clergy- 
man amongst them, and I am satisfied that no section of the United States 
presents a more interesting scene for missionary labours, both as it regards 
their prospect of success, and the necessities of the people.” 
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Of Louisville, in Kentucky, the Rev. G. T. Chapman says : 


“In this town, and in the immediate vicinity, the number of Episcopal 
families is probably larger than in any other part of the western country, 
and I am personally apprized that a clergyman of our Church would be re- 
ceived with open arms. The Episcopalians constitute the wealthiest and 
most respectable part of the community, and I have not the smallest doubt 
_ that a missionary of popular talents would require no further aid from the 
society after the first outfit.” 

In the state of Kentucky there are several congregations which 
could support clergymen, without any assistance from missionary 
societies. Mr. C. also mentions St. Louis and Nashville, as pla- 
ces where there are numbers of families, ready to support Epis- 
copal clergymen, and who are greatly desirous of enjoying gos- 
pel privileges according to the worship of that Baik. 

In the diocess of Ohio there are forty parishes requiring Epis- 
copal ministers, and only seven of them are supplied. 

In Indiana and [llinois, according to the statements made in 
the last report of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, 
of the Episcopal Church, from which we have made the above 
extracts, it is said there are many Episcopalians from whom the 
cry is, “ come over and neue us.” 

The population of the Western States, viz: Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, in 1820, was 
2,000,000, and more than one-fourth of this population is in the 
state of Ohio, scattered over a territory of 40,000 square miles in 
extent. Now, notwithstanding all that has been done by other 
denominations of Christians, here is opened a wide and ample 
missionary field for the extension of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, west of the Alleghany mountains ; and what Christian 
can contemplate it without being excited to do a eB 0 to 
establish among them the ordinances of the religion of Jesus 
Christ ? 

In conclusion, we cannot but highly commend the zeal, the 
self-denial, and the intrepidity of the Bishop of the church in 
Ohio. The object for which he is engaged is one of vital im- 
portance to the interest of religion, and particularly of the Epis- 
copal church in the Western States, And we most religiously 
and solicitously hope, that his exertions may be crowned with 
abundant success, by the munificent contributions of the pious 
in England—of those who are ardently engaged in extending 
“the blessings of salvation to the ends of the earth.” 
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Kuntelligeuce. 


For the Christian Herald. 


GERMANY.—vnNITED BRETHREN’S CHURCH. 


Extract of a letter from the Right Reverend Cuar.es G. RetcHet, fo the 
Rev. Bensamin Mortimer, of New- York, dated Niesky, Upper Lusatia, 
(Germany,) October 23, 1823. 

I thank you kindly for continuing to send me ‘The Chris- 
tian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine ;’ out of which I have great 

leasure in now and then translating an article into German, for 
insertion in one of the most esteemed religious periodical works 
in this country, which has a very extensive circulation, not only 
throughout Germany, but also in Prussia, Swisserland, Russia, 
and perhaps also in the United States of America. The call 
for edifying religious works is on the increase in this country ; 
and more share is manifested than formerly in Missionary and Bi- 
ble Societies, in the evangelizing of the Jews, and instruction of 
seamen, and in all the various means that are now used for the ex- 
tension of the kingdom of our dear Lord. ‘The present spread of 
the gospel, which we are so happy as to witness, is a source of 

great joy tome at my advanced age; and affords me, I believe, a 

delightful foretaste of the blessedness of heaven itself! 

The little piece entitled, ‘The Cabin-Boy, Bob,’ which I 
translated from Vol. viii. No. 6, of the Christian Herald, has 
been read in this part of the world with quite uncommon interest. 
It was twice published for distribution, at the expense of Count 
Reuss, the 38th of Jenkendorf. Since then, it has been printed 
twice at Berlin, once at Bunzlau, and once at Gotha. The fol- 
lowing extract of a letter from brother Charles Barth, to Count 
Reuss, the 38th, dated New-welke, in Livonia, 30th July last, 
shows that it ts probable that the same interesting history will 
soon appear also in the Livonian language : 

“ Our Lord has here a remarkable and glorious work. There 
is a great outpouring of his Spirit. I have lately had the plea- 
sure of attending two most interesting anniversaries of Bible So- 
cieties. The first was on the 24th June, at Kehl, where that faith- 
ful servant of Christ, the young and active pastor Sokkolowsky 
resides: the second was on the 14th July, at Ronneburg, where 
a minister of the same excellent spirit, pastor Langewiz, has his 
station. Pastor Sokkolowsky is the secretary of the Bible So- 
ciety at Kehl; and wishing to introduce into his report in the 
Livonian language, some striking examples of the power of God 
upon the hearts of men, was furnished with that view by the Ba- 
ron von Campenhausen, with the above-mentioned history of ‘the 
Cabin-Boy.’ O, my dear Count! nothing would have rejoiced 
me more, than if you and brother Reichel had been present with 
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us at this anniversary. It was not necessary to understand what 
was said, in order to take a share in the distinguished blessing 
which accompanied the communication of this history among 
these people. At the reading of Bob’s prayer, and the experi- 
ence of the captain, which he related to Bob the next morning, 
there was so great an emotion amung the large auditory, whic 
consisted mostly of members of the societies of the United Breth- 
ren, that the reader had to pause awhile before he could conti- 
nue. On the 14th July, the congregation that assembled at Ron- 
neburg was much larger than that at Kehl, the church being 
also more capacious ; and the history of Bob was again intro- 
duced. But here, during the reading, and at the sermon after- 
wards, there was such a loud crying and sobbing, that it remind- 
ed me of the happy time when the congregation in the church 
at Berthelsdorf wept and sung: [see Crantz’s history of the Unit- 
ed Brethren, page 117,] ‘“‘ My soul before thee prostrate lies— 
* 'T’o thee, its source, my spirit flies,” &c. Many were to be seen, 
with uplifted hands, praying for the child-like simplicity of Bob 
in their approaches to God ; while others as earnestly entreated 
that they might have the same assurance of faith with the Cap- 
tain. Such a striking example of the powers of divine grace, 
and so generally displayed, | have never before witnessed among 
so great a multitude of people, for 3000 persons were present. 
They are now all members of the Bible Society ; for all, without 
exception, from the nobility and lords of manors, to the little boys 
who take charge of the geese, desired by this opportunity to 
join the society, if they could pay only three pfenings (about 

alf a cent) a year. It is intended to publish ‘ the Cabin-Boy’ 
here, in Livonian, for the use of these dear people. 

‘“* We have, however, our troubles, and perceive that our great 
enemy, Satan, is active to injure, and, if possible, destroy the 
great work of God here. We are the subject of discourse in 
every house, and they write against us in the newspapers. But 
it is our comfort, that our cause is the cause of God; that He 
will not forsake His own work ; and that through Him we shall 
be. more than conquerors. ‘The daily words and doctrinal 
texts’ appointed for use in our church during this year, are, at pre- 
sent especially, very comfortable to us; and we feel truly, how 
blessed it is, to be favoured to suffer reproach, and be reviled, 
for the sake of the name of our LordJesus Christ; and at the same 
time to have the conviction that we suffer wrongfully”—So far 
from brother Barth’s letter. 

My translations of accounts respecting the American missions 
in the Sandwich islands, and in the Burman empire, are also 
read with much interest. You see, then, dear brother, that the 
Editor of the Christian Herald, and you, by sending me that 
work, are the means of doing good, and conferring a benefit, not 
only in Germany, but also in other European countries. 
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- UNITED STATES—new-yorx. 


Narrative of the state of Religion within the bounds of the Presbytery of New- 
York, during the past year. 


The Presbytery of New-York, in presenting to the General 
Assembly an account of the state of religion within their bounds, 
during the past year, have the satisfaction to state, that the re- 
ports from the churches generally are of such a character as calls 
for the expression of gratitude and praise to God, and furnishes 
the gratifying assurance that this portion of his heritage has been 
ekker forgotten nor forsaken. As evidences of this, Presby- 
tery would remark, that the reports from all the churches, so far 
as it respects a regular and respectful attendance on the public 
worship of God, speak very favourably. 

The voice of complaint on this subject has not been heard in 
Presbytery. Some of the congregations are represented as hav- 
ing greatly increased in their number of stated hearers. AS it 
respects social prayer meetings, and others of a more private na- 
ture, the attendance is represented as having been generally good. 
The number of these held weekly, exclusive of evening lectures, 
and the monthly concert, is in each of the smaller congregations, 
from oue to four, and in the larger from five to fifteen. The month- 
ly concert, with two or three exceptions, is observed in all the 
churches. ‘The prayer meetings of a more private nature are, ei- 
ther select associations of young persons, particularly females, or 
of mothers, who unite their hearts at the throne of grace, to plead 
for the children which God has given them. 

In this connexion Presbytery also report, with great pleastre, 
the continued efforts made by the churches to benefit the chil- 
dren and youth; the former, by catechetical and Sunday school 
instruction, the latter by the study of the scriptures in Bible 
classes. The nuinber of Sunday schools attached to the city 
congregation, varies from one to four, and these are represent- 
ed as generally large and flourishing. In most of the con- 
frocetons there are two Bible classes, a male and feniale. 

hese classes are reported as increasing in numbers and intérest. 
From those of the church in Rutgers-street, sixty-eight persons 
have been added to the church during the past year. , 

Presbytery would also notice the prosperous state of the new 
congregations under their care. Within the last six years there 
have been eight new congregations formed, and churches organt- 
zed, and houses of worship erected. Of these congregations, 
six have passed the weakness of infancy, and in respect of num- 
bers and resources, are rapidly approaching astate of healthful and 
vigorous manhood. The others, though not so far advaneed, give 
hopeful indications of increasing strength and permanency. 

Among the more favoured of these new congregations, Pres- 
bytery take pleasure in noticing the first coloured Presbyterian 
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church in this city. Though not more than three years have 
passed since this enterprise was originated, the congregation 
now numbers several hundreds. The church consists of eight 
members. Inthe families attached to the church, is now he 
the voice of thanksgiving, salvation, and praise. A very neat 
and commodious brick edifice has been completed for the accom- 
modation of the congregation. 

Though no general and special work of God has been wit- 
nessed in the churches during the past year, the church in Rut- 
gers-street excepted, still the aggregate number of persons re- 
ceived into the different churches has been considerable. The 
reported accessions to the churches have principally been from 
the world. The accessions to some of the churches have been 
mostly from the young persons of the congregation, and particu- 
larly such as were seibate of Bible classes. Of the accessions 
to the church in Rutgers-street and the seventh Presbyterian 
church, heads of families constitute the majority of those receiv- 
ed from the world. 

Meetings for religious conversation and inquiry are maintain- 
ed in.a number of the churches, and a hopeful degree of serious- 
ness is observable in many of the persons who attend them. 

The Presbytery also deem it proper to notice the encouraging 
state of the Mariner’s church in this city, though not under its 
care, information respecting which has been received from a 
member of Presbytery who officiates in that congregation.— 
The number of mariners who attend in that place of worship 
has during the past year very considerably increased. In addi- 
tion to three services maintained on the Sabbath, there are 
usually from four to six prayer meetings held weekly for seamen, 
and there is also one stated prayer meeting conducted by seamen, 
and a very large and flourishing Sabbath Schoel for the children 
ofseamen. To a number of these sons of the ocean, the preached 
word has been blessed. From fifteen to twenty have aren very 
satisfactory evidence of having passed from death to lif 

The various benevolent and Christian institutions established 
in this city for the diffusion of the word of life, and the extension 
of the kingdom and church of Christ, have during the past year 
been fostered and encouraged. To the support of these, and 
paricalanly the United Foreign Missionary Society, the United 

omestic Missionary Society, and the Society for the Education 
of indigent Young Men for the Gospel Ministry, a number of 
the churches have manifested a high degree of liberality. A 
considerable sum has also been raised towards the endowment 
of a Synodical Professorship in the Theological Seminary at 
Princeton. 

On a review of the whole, though the reports from some of 
the churches represent professors to be cold and languid, and 
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there is too much reason to fear that many of these have but a 
name to live, and are a reproach to the sacred name by which they 
are called ; still the Presbytery are happy to state that the inte- 
rests of the Redeemer’s church and kingdom, during the past 
year, have been advanced within their bounds, To the God of 
grace and salvation would they ascribe the praise of what has 
been done, and would fervently beseech him to do for these 


churches, and for all his churches, still greater things. 
New-York, April, 1824. 


* YOUNG MEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The first annual meeting of the Young Men’s Missionary So- 
ciety, auxiliary to the Domestic Missionary Society, was held at 
the City-Hotel on Monday evening. The meeting was opened 
with prayer, by the Rev. Mr. M’Cartee, after which the report 
was read by the Rev. Mr. Bruen, Secretary of the Society. The 
meeting was then addressed by the Rev. Mr. Wells, one of the 
missionaries Of the parent society, the Rev. Mr. Lathrop from 
St. Augustine, Mr. Forest, the Rev. Mr. M’Cartee, and Peter 
Hawes, Esq. 

The report is an interesting and well-written document. It 
commences with stating that the society, although auxiliary to 
the United Domestic Missionary Society, is in many important 
particulars distinct and independent. Its funds are not paid into 
the treasury of the parent institution, but are retained, and dis- 
bursed under the direction of its own managers. The parent 
society, however, appoints the missionaries, and designates the 
stations which are to be specially under the superintendance of 
this auxiliary. ‘These stations for the past year have embraced 
ten towns, occupied by as many missionaries, in the counties of 
Delaware, Genessee, Schoharie, Herkimer, Essex, Warren, and 
Rensselaer. The labours cf the missionaries have not been con- 
fined to the towns in which they are stationed, nor even always 
to the counties which embrace them, but excursions have been 
occasionally made to destitute places in the vicinity, without for- 
getting, however, the cardinal principle of the Society, which is, 
as the report happily expresses it, “not to disperse scattered 
beams of light over an extended region, but to locate little suns 
amid the darkness of the wilderness.” ; 

Another principle of the Society is to help those who help 
themselves. The towns where the missionaries are located are 
generally required to give a pledge to raise a certain proportion 
of the salary of the pastor, either in produce or money, and the 
deficiency ‘is supplied from the funds of the Society. It is hoped 
and expected that the churches which are thus strengthened will 
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soon be able, not only to dispense with the assistance which they 
now receive, but to contribute powerful aid to the Society in its 
efforts to support other feeble congregations. 

The missionaries have been active in the distribution of Bibles 
and Tracts, in the formation of various charitable institutions, 
and especially in preaching the gospel, and administering its or- 
dinances, and their labours have been attended with very signal 
success. The pastor of the church in Esperance, Schoharie 
county, which has been blessed with a revival of religion, states, 
that, under God, it is owing to the Domestic Missionary Society 
that his congregation has been collected, where are now number- 
ed about 120 communicants, brought together since May last, 
and walking in the fear of the Lord. In a neighbouring village 
a church has also been formed, which now consists of 22 mem- 
bers, and the number will probable soon be considerably increas- 
ed. Each of these villages contains about 60 families, and will 
doubtless exert a powerful influence on the surrounding country, 
which is settling rapidly. ‘The church at Andes, in Delaware 
county, before it was taken under the care of the society, consist- 
ed of about thirty members, who had kept up fellowship and Sab- 
bath services, chiefly by reading sermons, for nine years. They 
now possess the hearty labours of an intelligent, pious, and zeal- 
ous teacher, and the church has more than doubled since he was 
set over them in the Lord. At most of the other stations, also, 
the progress of the gospel has been encouraging. 

The receipts of the Society, during the past year, according 
to the report of the Treasurer, have been $1,036 22, and its en- 
gageinents have amounted to $1,140. N.Y. Observer. 


—EE 
———— 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 
PROPOSED CONSTITUTION. 


The following plan of a Constitution for the National Sunday School 
Union has received the approbation of the “ Sunday and Adult School 
Union” of Philadelphia, and many persons who are frieudly to the object 
proposed. The short time since it came to hand obliges us to omit for the 
present some remarks which we intended to have made on each article, 
but we feel desirous to lay it before the public previous to its being finally 
adopted, at a meeting which we understand will be held in Philadelphia, 
for that purpose, early in the present month. We have been informed that 
the Sunday and Adult School] Union, of Philadelphia, intend to transfer its 
property, amounting to 4000 or 5000 dollars, to the new Society as soon as 
it is organized. 

Due notice of the meeting for receiving the constitution and organizing 
the Society will probably be given in the news-papers. We sincerely hope 
that those who desire to have the blessings of Sunday-School instruction 
extended to every part of our land, will express their opinions on the plan 
proposed, and offer such amendments and alterations as their wisdom may 
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suggest. This we presume may be done through the various journals 
which are engaged in the cause of benevolence, and will give those who 
may have the privilege of being present on its final adoption an opportunity 
of availing themselves of many useful remarks. 

PREAMBLE. 

To concentrate the efforts of Sabbath School Societies in the 
different sections of our country ; to strengthen the hands of the 
friends of pious instruction on the Lord’s day; to disseminate 
useful information, circulate moral and religious pence in 
every part of the land; and to endeavour to plant a Sunday 
School wherever there is a population, “‘ The Philadelphia Sun- 
day and Adult School Union,” and such other similar Societies 
as may unite with it, do hereby associate, under the title of “ Tue 
Amenican Sunpay Scuoon Union,” and for their government 
adopt the following Constitution : 

Arricie 1.—Each subscriber of three dollars annually, shall 
be amember. Each subscriber of thirty dollars at one time shall 
be a member for life. Sunday School Societies or Unions pay- 
ing three dollars or more to the funds of this institution, and send- 
ing a copy of their constitution, list of their officers, and an annu- 
al report of their schools, shall be considered auxiliary, be pri- 
vileged to purchase books at a reduced price, and the members 
entitled to vote at all meetings of this society. 

Arr. 2.—The affairs and funds of this Society shall be under 
the direction of a President, eight Vice-Presidents, Corres- 
ponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, and a Board 
of Managers, to consist of thirty-six laymen, twenty-four of whom 
shall reside in the city of Philadelphia or its vicinity. The 
Board of Managers shall be divided into three classes, whose 
terms of service shall be one, two, and three years—one third of 
whom shall go out of office each year, but may be re-elected. 
Clergymen whose school societies are attached to the Union shall 
be entitled to vote in the board of managers. Officers of Sun- 
day School Unions, auxiliary to this society, shall be, ex-officio, 
managers. 

Ant. 3.—The managers shall appoint all officers, call special 
meetings of the Society, and fill such vacancies as may occur in 
their own body. They shall publish such periodical works, tracts, 
and books, designed to promote the objects of this Society, as 
they may deem expedient. Seven members shall constitute a 
quorum. 

Arr. 4.—The annual meeting of the Society shall be held at 
Philadelphia the first Tuesday after the 20th of May, when the 
Managers shall be chosen, the accounts presented, and the pro- 
ceedings of the past year reported. Special meetings may be 
called y the president, or in his absence by either of the vice- 
presidents, at the request of six managers. Fifteen members 
shall constitute a quoram. If a quorum does not appear on the 
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day of the annual meeting, the election of managers shall take 
place at the next meeting, whenever a quorum appears; and the 
managers and officers of the Society shall remain in office until a 
new election takes place. 

Art. 5.—The officers and managers shall be elected by ballot. 


ORPHAN ASYLUM SOCIETY. 
Report for the year 1824. 


To Societies, as well as individuals, it is both pleasing and 
profitable to review the way in which they have been led, and 
trace the hand of Providence extending his tender mercies over 
all his works; giving seed-time and harvest, cold and heat; 
summer and winter, to one generation after another. Again has 
the Board of Direction of the Orphan Asylum Society been per- 
mitted to witness the return of another anniversary, and, with 
renewed gratitude to the Father of the fatherless, they would 
raise another Ebenezer, that hitherto the Lord hath helped. 

During a period of eighteen years, many changes must nata- 
rally take place. This Society has been permitted to witness as 
few as this transitory state of things might lead them to expect. 
Those mothers in Israel, whose counsels were wont to direct them 
when the doors of this Institution were first opened to the desti- 
tute orphan, have since fallen like shocks of corn, fully ripe; and 
their late lamented Secretary, who was permitted to do much 
in little time, was early called to receive the heavenly reward. 
Those of middle age, now occupy the place of the aged. Many 
of the Orphans whose tender years first found refuge in the Asy- 
lum, now inculcate on their children the salutary lessons which 
have rendered them respectable in life; and those more favoured 
little ones, who were encouraged to share their little store with 
the Orphans, now take their places in the Board and among the 
patrons of the Institution; thus giving an earnest, that not in our 
day only, but when we shall be gathered to our fathers, there 
shall not be wanting hearts to feel, and hands to succour the des- 
titute Orphan. 

The past year has been one of peculiar interest—sickness and 
death, from which the Asylum has been wonderfully exempt, 
have prevailed to a greater extent than in any former year.— 
George Brown, aged twelve years, who had long lingered under 
the infirmities of a deformed body, died of scrofula and con- 
sumption ; Sarah Hancock, a delicate child of three years, was 
carried off by inflammation of the lungs ; and Wm. Bonar, aged 
four years, received into the Asylum as free from disease, was 
so debilitated by whooping cough and consumption, that he sur- 
vived his admission only two weeks: by him the whooping cough 
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was introduced, and thirty-nine children were affected by it. In 
consequence of the lowering the ground in the rear of the Asy- 
mens 2 pavement of the yard had to be removed, which render- 
ed dampness unavoidable, and colds and fevers prevailed during 
the whole of the winter: twenty-four of the children had remittent 
fever. By the blessing of God, upon the kind attentions of Dr. 
Smyth Rogers, and Dr. Quackenbush, all of them have reco- 
vered. The worthy Governess, from unremitting fatigue, has 
suffered much in her own health. She and the Superintendent, 
admonished by the infirmities of age, have at length concluded 
to resign their important charge. 

The Board cannot deny themselves the satisfaction of adding a 
last testimony to many formerly given, to the uniform economy, 
good judgment, and unwearied diligence, with which they have 
fulfilled their arduous and multiplied duties, from the day the 
Society first went into operation, to the present month. 

Much pains have been taken to provide suitable persons to suc- 
ceed them, and the Board trust that a kind Providence has di- 
rected them to the choice of a well qualified pious couple, to be 
father and mother to the Orphan family. 

During the past year, 10 girls and i4 boys have been admitted. 
Twenty-three boys have been put out to mechanics and farmers. 
Thirteen girls have been placed in families, and there remain in 
the Asylum one hundred and fifty-eight. Since the commence- 
ment of the Institution, five hundred and fourteen Orphans have 
been admitted. ‘The boys, in addition to their education, have, 
as formerly, been employed in cutting wood, carrying water, and 
cultivating the ground. The girls assist in domestic business, 
and have knit one hundred and thirty-six pair stockings, made 
eleven hundred and twenty-one garments, fifty pair sheets, to- 
gether with towels, bed cases, &c. and pieced and quilted thirty- 
seven bed covers.* 

The boys have committed to memory 8881 verses of scripture, 
and 3103 verses of hymns. The girls have committed 4805 verses 
of scripture, and 6208 verses of hymns; nearly all the children 
can repeat the Mother’s Catechism, the Creed, and the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

It will be seen by the treasurer’s account, that the expendi- 
tures of last year have been unusually large. The digging down 
the street, in the rear, was not calculated on by the Board, and has 


_ brought on expenses they could not avoid. ‘The fences originally 


made to suit the limited means of the Society, were of little use 
when taken down, of course new ones had to be made ; the well, 
probably from the lowering the ground around it, fell in, and 
had to be rebuilt. It would afford the Board real satisfaction, 


* Five of these were pieced by a litle girl nearly deprived of sight. 
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could they report that all necessary expenses had already been 
incurred, but they are constrained to add, that the whole of the 
buildings and fences must either be painted, or suffer great in- 
jury, and the levelling the street in front of the Asylum, will sub- 
ject them to further disbursements. The school furniture has 
for some time been almost unfit for use ; in furnishing the school- 
rooms anew, the Board are anxious to adopt the great improve- 
ment lately made in the Lancasterian mode of teaching, espe- 
cially as the new Superintendents are qualified to conduct the 
schools on that plan. 

The Board trust that when these extra expenses are consider- 
ed, they will not be accused of extravagance. Upon a calcula- 
tion of the monies expended in feeding, clothing, and educating 
the Orphans, it will be found, that the average expense of each 
is not over thirty dollars a year. 


_—- 
—— 


UNITED DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


There are few benevolent institutions whose proceeedings we feel more 
pleasure in recording than those of the United Domestic Missionary So- 
—- The Society is doing much good, and would do much more if its 
funds were enlarged. The ability with which its concerns are managed, 
and the success which has attended its plans, afford a sure pledge that those 
who patronise it will put their charities in a way to confer a lasting benefit 
on our country. The Executive committee publish a small monthly tract, 
which all the members of the Society, or its auxiliaries, can procure by ap- 
plying at 42 Dey-street, or 195 Pearl-street ; and we can assure them that 
these publications afford a convincing proof that eur encomiums are fully 
merited. The number for April contains some remarks from the Execu- 
tive Committee, which we shall extract. 

“The Executive Committee of the United Domestic Mission- 
ary Society have heard, with much pleasure, of the formation of 
several Domestic Missionary Societies, avowedly auxiliary to this 
Institution, from which no official information has yet been re- 
ceived, and will thank the Secretaries of such Societies, as early 
as convenient, to forward a copy of the constitution, and a list of 
officers, in order that they may be duly recognised, and entered on 
the list of our auxiliaries. 

“The Committee derive great encouragement from the fact, 
that the objects of this Institution are becoming more duly ap- 
preciated, and that a growing interest is felt for its success. The 
cause which the Society is engaged in promoting, is one of vital 
importance, not only to the spiritual concerns of those immediate- 
ly receiving the gospel at their hands, but to the future welfare of 
society, and, as they trust, to the salvation of many souls yet un- 
born. The Committee feel warranted in taking this view of the 
subject, from the nature of their operations, in permanently es- 
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tablishing the regular ministration of the ordinary means of sal- 
vation. 

The calls on the society for aid in thus establishing. these 
means, and in building up feeble congregations, are so numerous 
and pressing, that they earnestly urge upon all their auxiliaries, 
and upon all Christians, the necessity of spirited and liberal exer- 
tions, to place in the hands of the Committee the means of conti- 
nuing their operations with increased energy. 

« Whatever is received shall, according to their best judgment, 
be dispensed in the delightful work of promoting the glory of 
God, the extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and the salvation 
of their fellow-men. 

“If the Secretaries will furnish a list of persons connected with 
the new auxiliaries, or friendly to the cause of religion, with their 
post-office address, to whom it will be desirable to send our gratui- 
tous publication, they will receive the future numbers by mail.” 





- 
——— 


THE SENECA MISSION FAMILY. 


Some notices having appeared in various journals of the removal of the 
mission family from this station, and the consequent dissolution of the 
school, it is considered proper to give a more minute account of this affliet- 
ing occurrence. In the journal under date of January, it is stated, that the 
family was not only encouraged by the state of the tribe generally, and by 
the more than ordinary improvement of the children, but by the appearance 
of an awakened attention to the state of their souls, among the larger scho- 
lars. Some of them were discovered resorting to the woods, to seek relief by 
prayer; and many indications were afforded of the existence of an unusual 
and encouraging degree of solicitude, about “ the one thing needful.” The 
family were rejoicing in anticipation of soon reaping the fruit of their labours. 
But the reyes and hopes arising from this promising state of the school 
were suddenly removed, by a note from the District Attorney, addressed to 
the superintendent, in which he was informed, that complaint having been 
formally made against him, he should be obliged to compel the superintend- 
ent and the family to leave the mission and the Indian Reservation. 

The only crime alleged as the cause of this procedure, is the mere rest- 
dence of the Missionary on Indian Lands. Thus a law, designed to pre- 
vent the intrusions of dishonesty, is abused to the interruption of the efforts 
of Christian Philanthropy. 

From subsequent communications, it is ascertained, that under a warrant 
in the hands of the Sheriff, the Rev. Mr. Harris was ordered to leave the 
mission house in ten days. 

Under these circumstances, (which afforded our Missionary but a short 
time for reflection, or conferring with others,) he concluded to send the 
Indian children, the teacher, and female assistants, to the school at Cata- 
raugus, and to take apartments for himself and his wife in Buffalo. From 
this place he will be able to attend to his duties among the Indians on the 
Sabbath, and during the week, until a decision of the Legislature on this 
case shall prepare the way for the return of the family to the mission-house, 
and to their lahours. We cannot but cherish the hope that the Legislature 
will feel it to be not more a duty than an honour, to afford prompt relief 
to the family, and to the feelings of the friends of Missions, by such a mo- 
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dification of the law, under the abuse of which the mission family now suf- 
fers, as will not only prevent the future interruption of their labours, but 
evince a disposition to employ their legislative influence and authority to 
give efficiency to the efforts of Benevolent Associations and the Govern- 
ment of the United States, to deliver an unhappy people from the ruin to 
which they have hitherto been hurried by our extension and prosperity. 
It is due to the Legislature to state, that the act under which the civil au- 
thorities of the county of Erie have broken up the establishment at Seneca, 
was not designed to prevént the efforts of missionaries to improve the con- 


‘dition of the natives, but to prevent the encroachments of dishonest whites, 


of which the Indians have so long and so justly complained. Heretofore, 
stratagems have been devised to evade all of the laws which have been en- 
acted for this purpose. Mis. Register. 





SOUTH AMERICA.—peEmerara. 


Great excitement has been produced in the colony above named, and in England, 
on account of a revolt among the negroes of Demerara, which was said to have been 
excited by the Rev. John Smith, a Missionary ef the London Missionary Society. 
The Missionary Chronicle for March, 1824, contains a full detail of all the proceed- 
ings ; but our room forbids the translation of them to our pages. At a special meet- 
ing of the directors, several resolutions were passed in reference to this melancholy 
subject. We quote the third. 


III. That notwithstanding their deference and respect for His Majesty’s 
Government, they have learned, with disappointment and regret, the deci- 
sion come to upun the case of their Missionary, Smith. 

Because, 1st—They consider the report of the Insurrection at Demerara 
to have been greatly exaggerated as to its importance and duration, for the 
purpose of casting odium on the measures proposed by His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, and the legislature, in reference to the Slaves. 

Because, 2dly—They have satisfactory reason to believe, that, owing to 
the influence of religious instruction, the revolt was unaccompanied by the 
horrors usually attendant on West India Insurrections ; in confirmation 
of which opinion, they have the assurance of a clergyman of the establish- 
ed Church of England in the colony, that, in his judgment, many of the 
Whites residing on the Plantations are indebted for the preservation of their 
lives, to the Christian precepts of the missionary, Mr. Smith. This assu- 
rance is contained in the following extracts from a private letter. 3 

“T feel no hesitation in declaring, from the intimate knowledge which 
my most anxious inquiries have obtained, that in the late scourge which 
the hand of an all-wise Creator has inflicted on this ill-fated country, no- 
thing but those religious impressions which, under Providence, Mr. Smith 
has been instrumental in fixing—nothing but those principles of the Gospel 
of Peace which he has been proclaiming—could have prevented a dreadful 
effusion of blood here, and saved the lives of those very persons who are 
now (I shudder to write it) seeking his.” 

Because, 3dly—They perceive that for the Insurrection in the Colony of 
Demerara, other causes, both remute and proximate, may be assigned, than 
those which the adversaries of the missionary have thought proper to 
allege. 

Detssoe, 4thly—They regard the whole proceedings under which their 
missionary, Mr. Smith, was imprisoned ; his papers seized ; his communi- 
cations as oppressive, with his friends prevented, and his trial conducted, 
as unconstitutional ; and the protraction of Martial Law, under which, con- 
trary to the ordinary regulations of the Colony, the evidence of slaves was 
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admitted against him, and ap appeal from the sentence to the King in coun- 
cil possibly precluded. 

ecause, Sthly—They discover in the proceedings of the Court-Martial, 
during a trial, not commenced for two months after the insurrection, and 
protracted during six weeks, many deviations from that equal justice which 
Britons in their native country are accustomed to enjoy. 

Because, 6thly—They conclude, from the evidence adduced, (although 
evidence upon which, by the ordinary laws of the Colony, no property of 
the value of forty shillings would have been affected, or the guilt of a white 
person established for any offence,) that the missionary was not guilty of 
any of the charges alleged; and that the insurrection was not, either directly 
or indirectly, promoted by him. 


Mr. Smith died in the Colonial gaol at Demerara on the 6th of February 
last. 





MARINER’S CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA. 


The friends of Seamen in that city have procured a lot of land in a con- 
venient situation, and commenced the building of a Mariner’s Church. The 
corner stone was to have been laid the present week. 





MRS. JUDSON. 


Our Correspondent at Liverpool says, “I have received advice from 
Mrs. Judson, of her safe arrival at Calcutta, with Mr. and Mrs. Wade, who 
are all well.” 


. =O Be... 
OBITUARY, 


REV. WILLIAM ROGERS, D. D. 


Died in Philadelphia, in the 73d year of his age, Rev. Witttam Rocers, D. D. a 
man of many virtues, and whose memory will long be dear to his friends. Dr, Ro- 
gers was a native of Rhode-Island, but removed to Pennsylvania previous to the 
revolution, and was for some time Pastor of the First Baptist Church in Philadel- 
phia, and subsequently Professor of Belles Letters in the University of Pennsylva- 
nia. He was the last surviving Chaplain of the revolutionary army, and retained 
to the last that lively love of constitutional liberty which characterized the men of 
those times. 


—2 3 oe 
WOTICES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


Isaiah's Message to the American nation.—Mr. Finley, of Philadelphia, has publisl:- 
ed a small 12mo. volume with the above title. It is “ a new translation of Isaiah, Chap. 
xviii. with notes critical and explanatory, a remarkable prophecy respecting the 
restoration of the Jews, aided by the American nation ; with an universal summons 
to the battle of Armageddon, and a description of that solemn scene.” Almost 
every attempt to illustrate the prophecies concerning the Jews is rendered interest- 
ing at the present period, when almost “ every where there is a strong excitement 
among that people.” 


Profession is not Principle—The author of “Decision” has produced another 
small volume with the above title, which exceeds, both in style and argument, that 
excellent work. We recommend it with the utmost confidence. 
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“The abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee.” 

















For the Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine. 





THE SALVATION OF SEAMEN! 
WHAT MUST BE DONE TO EFFECT IT? 


To gain the confidence and secure the salvation of seamen, Chris- 
tans must give them a pious example when on shore. Ordinarily 
these men have seen but little evidence from the conduct of 
God’s professing people, that Christianity was a reality. In 
times that are past, they have not seen much to convince them 
that Christians cared for their morals, or for their souls. They 
have not seen that saints were any more weaned from the world 
than other men, nor that their conversation was any more in 
heaven. ‘They have seen little anxiety on the part of Christians 
in regard to any thing but what related to their own imterest in 
the things of this world. Now, if the confidence of sailors is 
ever te be gained, and extensive good done to them, they must 
see God’s people act more like their Lord and Master. The 
light of Christians must shine before these men more clearly than 
it has done, that they may see the good work of the saints, and 
then they too will glorify the Father who is in heaven. The 
saints must convince seamen, by their personal actions and con- 
versation, that they sometimes think about another world, and 
that they greatly desire the salvation, both of their own souls, and 
also the souls of even strangers with whom they occasionally as- 
sociate. 

When Christian merchants ship seamen, they should use all 
their influence to make them acquainted with the religion of Je- 
sus Christ, and the great necessity of their embracing it with 
all their hearts; and even every Christian, whose lot is in any 
way cast among sailors, is bound to make every effort in his 
power to convince them that he is a disciple of the Lamb, and that 
he feels that the soul, even of a sailor, is of more value than all the 
wealth of a world. 

Christians are “ the light of the world.” All the moral light 
afforded to the world is in the Bible, or in books that have bor- 
rowed from it, and in the lives and conversations of the children 
of God. And where the Bible is not enjoyed, and where reli- 
gious example is not given, the most gross and palpable dark- 
ness pervades the mind, even in a Christian land ; for when the 
©. Herarp, No. 249, 36 
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Christian hides his light, or gives an unchristian example to those 
around him, who are still in their sins, the light that is in himwn 
becomes darkness, which is not only seen, but in its soul-killing 
influence is most deplorably felt. ‘This dreadful darkness has, 
alas! been already too long, and too profusely thrown around 
the path-way of the neglected weather-beaten mariner. Ina 
land, denominated a land of light, be has been doomed to dwell 
as ina land of “ darkness and the shadow of death.” Scarcely 
a child of God has been found, by a truly pious example, to 
throw around his devious path, the light of life to guide his 
wandering footsteps. Both British and American seamen have 
too long been made the sport of winds, the dupes of devils, and 
the derision of men. All this Christians have long seen ; and ma- 
py still see it, and like the unfeeling Levite, and the cold-hearted 
Priest, look upon it, and pass on with the most perfect compo- 
sure and unconcern. 

The sailor has often asked himself, and sometimes he has ask- 
ed his shipmates, are these men Christians? And is the conduct 
which we see in them christianity ? Then we are Christians, for 
we are as good as they! They are led to think that there is 
nothing in religion except an external pretence, and that one man 
is as good as another, and that they are, in all their sins, as fair 
candidates for heaven as any men in the world; and especially 
so, as they are exposed to so many hardships, trials, and toils. 
It is, therefore, common for many of them, when they are invi- 
ted by their pious shipmates to attend religious meetings, and to 
their souls’ interest, to say, they are good enough without ; that 
they are as good as any men; and that a sailor will not go to 
hell ; and so “ up anchor ahoy, and take another trip to the ale- 
house !” Now it is manifestly evident that before they can be 
converted to Christ, they must be awakened out of this fatal 
delusion. And nothing will serve so much to awaken them from 
it, as a living example of ardent piety, and a constant effort in 
every Christian to convince them that religion is more than an 
empty name. The children of Christ should seek opportuni- 
ties to converse with them often on the subject of Christianity, 
Teach them the wickedness of the human heart; point out to 
them its deceitfulness ; its pride ; its enmity against God, and all 
that is blessed in heaven. For evidence that this is the charac- 
ter of their heart, they should be directed to the scripture testi- 
mony, which should be urged upon them; and to corroborate 
this testimony, their profaneness, violations of the sabbath, ha- 
bits of dissipation, unbelief of the truth, impious trifling with 
the word of God, and their general course of impenitence, should 
mnost faithfully be applied to their conscience. In connection 
with this, the dangers to which a course of sin exposes them 
should be pressed upon them. These are the loss of reputation 
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and health in this world, the contraction of disease, and a conse- 
Here premature death ; and what is infinitely worse than all this, 
the loss of the soul in the world to come. In this way is every 
Christian bound, as he has opportunity, to use his unceasing ef- 
fort to bring the sailor away from his delusion into a feeling be- 
lief that religion is a reality. And when he thus is convinced, 
sees and feels his danger, and is prepared to make the inquiry 
** what must I do to be saved ?” he should then be directed to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as the “ Lamb of God who taketh away the 
sin of the world ;” and should be told, and if possible made to 
feel, that he is a Saviour in all respects suited to their wants, and 
that there is no Saviour but him, and no other hope for the soul 
of any fallen child of apostate man. Let it be repeated, every 
Christian, who has it in his, or her power, is bound unceasingly to 
do this, both for sailors and the families of sailors; and till they 
do it, they do not give them that Christian example which is 
necessary to gain their confidence and save their souls. Nor 
let Christians in the sea-ports, and maritime towns, imagine that 
they honour and glorify God on the most extensive scale in their 
power, nor as they ought, till the duty in these respects to sea- 
men is better performed than at present. The Saviour has told 
them, every one individually, ‘ Herein is my Father glorified. 
that ye bear much fruit.” John, xv. 8. Now, without the per- 
formance of these duties to seamen, the “ much fruit” here com- 
manded cannot be borne by those disciples who are connected 
with sailors ; and the consequence has been that God has not 
been glorified in them before these men; but on the contrary, 
by means of their unceasing neglect, the name of God has 
been, through the unfaithfulness of Christians, blasphemed by 
seamen, Po many professors of religion it might with terrible 
emphasis be said, “ ‘Thou that makest thy boast of the religion 
of Christ, through violations of the precepts of that religion, 
dishonorest thou God? for the name of God is blasphemed 
among the seamen through you.” God is not honoured by his 
people among men, when his name and his laws are abused in 
their hearing, without being vindicated by them. And there is 
probably no way in which saints could so extensively honor and 
glorify God their Saviour, as by using every effort in their pow- 
er, both by precept and example, to bring sailors openly and 
zealously to espouse his cause. If their piety were always visi- 
ble and exemplary before these men, the talleencs of it would 
soon be felt to the ends of the world ; and the religion of Jesus 
would be known, and his name reverenced, and the praises of 
God would be lifted up, and men in every land would soon glo- 
rify God in his children, in those ends of the earth. In this way, 
it is almost needless to say, the confidence of seamen would be 
extensively gained, their prejudices against religion and religious 
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men would be greatly diminished, and the deception under which 
they now lie, would be exposed ; they would be rendered ac- 
cessible by good men, and even the gospel would have more free 
course among them, and in every point of view their situation 
would be rendered more happy, and the prospect of their salva- 
tion cheering as that of any other class of men. And besides, 
this fidelity to seamen on the part of Christians, would be more 
comforting to their own hearts than has been the path of neg- 
lect and disobedience. The Christian could better die in peace, 
and with less heart-felt sorrow think of the day of judgment, 
than he can now! The solemnity of that day, when “the sea 
shall give up the dead that are in it,” calls upon every Christian 
to arise and do for these men while they are in a world of hope, 
lest a cry from the sea come up against him, and the curse of 
God, who is the avenger of all such, come into his house, and 
leanness into his soul, and he waste his days without the joys 
or the consolations of that religion he has withholden from the 
sailor. What has the sailor seen in the professors of Christ’s 
religion, which the Judge of all will approve in the last day ? 
what has he seen which was calculated to make him a better 
man, or to convince him that religion was not altogether a de- 
lusion ? What to win his hegrt to a life of virtue and self-denial, 
in preference to a life of carnal indulgence and dissipation ? The 
affecting truth is, that the lives of Christians, in the presence of 
these men, have pften been such as to harden them in sin; and 
unless there is a change in this conduct, little is to be expected 
in regard to successful labour among them: For as the example 
of the sailor hardens and prejudices the heathen, so does the 
example of worldly-minded and unfaithful Christians harden and 
prejudice the sailor. Let all, then, who desire the salvation of 
seamen, feel the importance of endeavouring to bring a united 
effort of pious example to bear upon them in all the world. 
Tre Seaman’s Furenn. 








For the Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine. 


NEW-YORK MARINE BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Eighth Annual Report, 1824. 


The Managers of the Marine Bible Society would congratulate the 
friends of the Institution on the return of another anniversary ; and 
they do it the more gladly, because it is a good thing to “ stir up one- 
another’s pure minds by way of remembrance,”of the things which 
are before us, and of the work which lies in our path unfinished, and 
which we are associated, under the blessing of God, to accomplish. 

The work, which lies in the pathway of their duty, as the Agents of 
this Society, the managers feel to be a great work. It is surely nothing 
less than supplying the destitute seamen of the port of New-York 
with the word of life, certainly so far, that they can be benefitted with 
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it when at sea. This may be thought an easy task to those who have 
not attended to the subject; but when it is approached and viewed more 
particularly, it magnifies ; and when the desolations of this field are 
clearly seen, and its increasing extent brought before the mind, it be~ 
comes truly great ; and were it not a work which God delights to own 
and bless—to your managers it would be so appalling that they could 
hardly look for its accomplishment. 

There is probably, at this moment, at least 5000 seamen, who pro- 
perly belong to us to supply, destitute of the Bible; and we should not 
be surprised, if the fact could be known, if this port, in the course of 
one year, should present twice that number. It is a fact much to be 
questioned, considering the increase of sea population, whether this 
Society, in the eighth year of its existence, has gained much, if any, u 
on the number of the destitute. And if this be a fact, it must surely 
show a want, either of engagedness on the part of the managers, or of 
feeling on the part of the Christian community ; or of both united, in 
regard to the magnitude and importance of the work in which the So- 
ciety is engaged. Be this as it may, it is still very manifest to your 
managers, that their work is a very important one. It is important, 
because, that on its performance depends, under God, the moral im- 
provement and salvation of many seamen. 

The Bible, we all know, is able to make even seamen wise unto sal- 
vation, through faith in Jesus Christ ; and therefore it may be as im- 
portant to them as the salvation of their own souls, and as important 
to those whose duty it is to supply them with the Bible, as that their 
duty be done to these men, so that they can meet them in peace at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ. 

It is also a very important work in another point of view. The Bi- 
ble, if it makes seamen religious, it surely makes them moral and hon- 
est; and it may have this influence, even where it does not terminate 
in the saving conversion of the soul. ‘Those who are only morally im- 
proved by the Bible, may be the means, and they often are so, of im- 
proving the moral habits of others; and in ‘this way become of more 
real value to the owners and masters of vessels, in a single voyage, than 
would be their adequate proportion to give to the Marine Bible Society 
in a whole year. sAnd besides all this, the moral influence which sea- 
men have on Society, makes it very important that every probable 
means for their myral and religious improvement be used with a per- 
severing engagedn‘:s, proportionate to the value we put upon the mo- 
ral state of Society, 

The Bible, it mist be acknowledged, is one of the most important 
means of improving the morals of any class of community ; and there- 
fore, the managers cannot but feel that the M. B.S. will receive sup- 
port proportionate to the value which the Christian community put up- 
on the moral and religious improvement of seamen. The work, then, 
in which the Society is engageg, seems as important as the moral and 
religious improvement of se naigand the consequences of such im- 
provement to the generation ve yet unborn, and which run pa- 
rallel with eternity. 

Viewing the importance of © 
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their scanty means to accomplish so great and important anend. They 
have felt, that without the Bible to enlighten him, the soul of the mari- 
ner is hung round with midnight darkness ; and the pain of heart, at 
this view, has been heightened by the reflection, that they could not 
give him God’s revelations, because the means were not in their hands. 
‘The'means of this Society are vastly too scanty for the magnitude and 
importance of the work which they have taken in hand. It will be 
seen, by a recurrence to the Treasurer’s Report, that the whole amount 
of its means for a whole year’s operations, has fallen short of $220. 
Most of this little income has been raised by a few annual and life 
subscribers to the Society. This small pittance it will be seen, by the 
most judicious management, can do but little towards supplying the mul- 
titude of destitute seamen of this port with the word of eternal life. A 
tenth part of the nett profits on a single cargo which is brought to the 
owners by the toils and hazards of seamen, would often double this 
sum. And if commercial men were sufficiently to feel their obligations 
to God and to seamen, the managers feel that no institution for the be- 
nefit of seamen, would be suflered to languish for the want of pecuniary 
support. With means so restricted, as are those of the M. B.S. it can 
never be expected that much should be accomplished towards supply- 
ing the thousands of destitute seamen with the Bible. And yet your 
managers are happy to be able to say that they have done something. 
True, it has been but little ; but still the Christian will never despise 
the day of small things. By the Report of the distributing commit- 
tees, it appears that there have been distributed by the Society, during 
the year, only 173 Bibles; and “ what are these among so many ?” 
Some of these have been given to seamen, a few have been sold to 
them, and some of them have been put on board of vessels, for the 
use of the crew while at sea, with a request to the Captains to sell as 
many of them to seamen as might be conveniently done. In addition 
to these, some members of the distributing committee have distributed 
about 20 Bibles, furnished by the Society for promoting the Gospel 
among seamen, being parts of donations given to their agent, while en- 
gaged in pleading the cause of seamen in the country. These, togeth- 
er with the former distributions of this society, make the entire number 
of Bibles distributed by them 3985, and 225 Testaments ; which, to- 
gether, make a sum total of 4405 copies of the Scriptures, or parts of 
the Scriptures, which have been put into the hands of seamen by the 
Society since its organization. This whole number seems to your 
managers little more than sufficient for the real wants of a single year ; 
and they see little prospect of ever gaining the object which they have 
in view, unless it can be done by a very great increase in their means, 
or a different arrangement in their plans of distribution, or perhaps by 
both combining to accomplish it. And as it regards a sufficient in- 
crease of their means on the plan heretofore pursued, they are free to 
confess that they see little prospect of it. They have, therefore, re- 
solved on a different course of proceeding in their future operations to 
supply the destitute seamen with the Bible. 

By the little experience which your managers have had in the work 
of supplying seamen with Bibles, and of bringing them properly to 
value that book, they are persuaded that it is not the most judicious 
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way, nor yet the way best calculated to accomplish the great ends 
which the Society have in view, for a general practice to supply sea- 
men with the Bible gratuitously. When a Bible is so easily obtained, 
there is reason to fear that in many instances it is too lightly esteemed 3 
and it is a lamentable fact that some charities of this description have 
been most grossly and wickedly profaned. And _as there are few sea- 
men, who either value the Bible much, or who would make a good use 
of one when on shore, who are not able to buy one at the reduced price 
at which it may be had; the managers have come to the resolution, 
that as a general principle, they will not without price give the Bible to 
seamen as their own property. When cases occur, however, in which 
real indigence, accompanied with an anxious desire to possess the scrip- 
tures, and an apparent solicitude to read and profit by them, your dis- 
tributing committee are not restrained, but are still at liberty to exercise, 
and act according to their judgment as before. But as a general prin- 
ciple, your managers think it best, and therefore they have resolved 
on the measure of supplying vessels, rather than individual men. Their 
object is to.supply as many vessels as their means will allow them, with 
a certain number of Bibles, say one to three, or one to six men, as the 
case may be ; and then, if possible, induce the owners to purchase such 
Bibles as a part of the vessel’s furniture ; and when this cannot be ef- 
fected, authorize and request the Master to sell as many of them as he 
can to the ship’s company, before their wages are wasted “ with riot- 
ous living and with harlots.” It is pretty evident to your managers, 
that more seamen will be supplied with the Bible in this way, than in 
any other which has been devised ; and it would be no surprising event 
to them, if in a short time, more Bibles should in this way be sold to 
seamen, than they are now able to give to them. They are confirmed 
in this opinion, by the experiments made, and the success which has at- 
tended its adoption in other places ; which success, together with their 
own continuedly embarrassed circumstances, and the slow progress 
which they have been able to make in their good work, have led them 
to the adoption of this measure. The plan which your managers have 
adopted has been most effectually tried, both in London and at Liver- 
pool; and the result has been such as can hardly fail to impress every 
reflecting mind with the propriety of its adoption by this board. At 
Liverpool it has succeeded so well that they now have little or no dif- 
ficulty in supplying all their destitute. Two years since, out of 961 
vessels, they had only 254 which needed any supply, and a part of 
these only a partial one. The number of destitute in that port is 
greatly diminished within a very short time, and the means of supply- 
ing are much more abundant. 

At Gravesend, in the short space of three or four years, the friends 
of the Bible have so far succeeded on the plan of supplying vessels, as 
to sell nearly or quite as many as are left unsold; and yet wiftn it was 
first adopted by them, they were obliged to leave unsold more than 
nine to one which was sold. They tell us, however, that, “many of 
the copies left, in the first instance, without payment, have been after- 
wards paid for, on application to the owners, or their brokers in Lon- 
don.” 

In London, the committee of the Merchant Seamen’s Bible Society 
tell we +he- in 9 single year they have visited “upwards of 4000 ships 
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im various parts of the rivér.” And in regard to their success, they 
tell us, “ with the exertions “used at Gravesend and in London, the 
committee have the satisfaction to believe, that not an individual em- 
ployed in ships trading to London, of whatever nation, either enters 
or quits the port, without having an opportunity afforded of supplying 
himself with a Bible, upon easy terms, through the instrumentality of 
this Society.” 

Were every important sea-port to adopt the same measure, and pur- 
sue it with that vigilance which the importance of the subject demands, 
the managers would expect the time soon to arrive when every vessel 
would be supplied with the word of life. And what port is there in 
the western hemisphere, in which such a plan should be adopted and 
pursued with more life and spirit than in the port of New-York? It 
will readily be perceived, that in the prosecution of the present plan, 
in any degree as it should be prosecuted, a much larger amount of 
means, for a year or two, will be necessary, than in. any preceding 
year. And the Managers look to this enlightened and Christian com- 
munity, which owes much of its prosperity and elevation of character 
to that commerce which is carried on by the labors, and toils, and suf- 
ferings of seamen; and more still to the moral influence of that book, 
which it is the desire of this Society that every seaman should possess, 
and improve to the saving of his own soul; to such a community the 
managers look for that co-operation and aid which is so necessary for 
the object before them ; and they trust that they shall not be suffered to 
look for it in vain. The Managers are anxious, on this new plan, to 
receive sufficient co-operation on the part of the friends of seamen, and 
of humanity, to be able to put in operation, on the minds of seamen, 
the moral influence of at least a thousand Bibles during the current 
year. This it will be exceedingly easy to do, if a sufficiency of means 
can be procured; and the means would spontaneously flow to their 
hands, if the importance of the subject were felt, either in a temporal 
or spiritual point of view. Let the eight thousand Commercial men, 
and the four thousand Professional men, of this city, who annually 
suffer more or less through the immoralities of seamen, give but a sin- 
gle shilling each, to the funds of this Society, the loss of which they 
would never feel, and it would enable your managers to supply every 
vessel of the port of New-York with the Bible. Or again, let but 
twelve thousand of Christ’s own dear children, which he has purchased 
with his own blood, each give but the same small pittance, and it would 
produce the same happy result. And can it be, that they will not feel 
enough for the perishing sailor, to do for him as much as this! Shall 
the sailor, at the risk of his life, furnish them with Leghorns, and Meri- 
noes, and Cashmeres, and Silks; with Teas, and Sugars, and Wines, 
and with almost the entire luxuries of life, besides much to gratify cu- 
riosity, hd improve the mind! and shall he not receive in return, of 
human kindness, of Christian tenderness and love, so much as the 
word of eternal life! Let it never again be told, while there is claim 
laid to human feeling, or to Christian kindness ! ! Your managers now 
retire, and hope, through your mercy, to be able to pursue their plans 
of giving the Bible to seamen, to the honor and glory of Christ, and 
to the salvation of those who are very often “in perils in the sea,” to 
procure comforts for those who are at case on the land. 


